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DUTCH  CIGAR  COMPANY  OPENS 
FACTORY  IN  WEST  GERMANY 

A  cigar  company  which  is  manufacturing  cigars  in  Eindhoven,  Netherlands, 
has  announced  its  establishment  of  a  modern,  fully-mechanized  branch  factory 
in  West  Germany.    The  announcement  stated  that  high-quality  Dutch  cigars  were 
being  introduced  into  West  Germany  to  meet  expected  changes  in  marketing  con- 
ditions as  the  European  Common  Market  becomes  effective. 

SURINAM  INCREASES  IMPORT 
QUOTA  FOR  U.  S.  CIGARETTES 

On  August  1,  1958,  the  Surinam  Government  increased  the  import  quota  for 
U.  S.  cigarettes  from  400,000  to  650,000  pieces  per  month.    Under  the  old 
limitation  importers  shared  equally  in  the  quantity  permitted  entry.    Each  of 
these  has  now  been  granted  a  quota  increase  to  130,000  pieces  a  month,  and  a 
fifth  importer,  with  an  equal  allotment,  has  been  added  to  the  list. 

SWEDEN'S  FIRST  HALF  1958 
TOBACCO  IMPORTS  LOWER 

Sweden's  imports  of  leaf  tobacco  during  the  6-month  period,  January- 
June  1958,  totaled  5.3  million  pounds — down  17  percent  from  those  in  the 
first  half  of  1957.    The  United  States  continued  to  be  the  major  supplier, 
accounting  for  85  percent  of  this  year's  imports.    Yugoslavia,  which  shipped 
no  tobacco  to  Sweden  during  January-June  1957,  furnished  O.h  million  pounds 
in  the  first  6  months  of  1958.    The  drop  in  total  imports  from  a  year  ago  was 
accounted  for  by  a  sharp  decline  in  purchases  of  oriental  leaf. 


TOBACCO,  UNMANUFACTURED:    Sweden,  imports  by  countries  of  origin, 

January- June  1957  an&  1958 


Country  of  origin 

January-June  1957 

January- June  1958 

[  Quantity 

:  Import  price 
:  per  pound  l/ 

\  Quantity 

:  Import  price 
:  per  pound  l/ 

1,000  lbs. 

:    U.  S.  cents 

:1,000  lbs. 

:    U.  S.  cents 

United  States  « 

Greece  • 

Turkey  • 

Rhodesia  ; 

Indonesia  : 

Yugoslavia  : 

All  others  : 

^,705  : 
1,0^5  : 
267  : 
110  j 

202  j 

76  i 
:  75  : 
:           75  : 

52  • 

52  - 

53  I 

|      ^69  ■ 
152 

k2  j 

33  : 
khl  j 

115  : 

!  83 
75 

62 

53 
75 
"  k2 

Total  : 

6,^00  j 

7h  j 

5,252  : 

80 

1/  Converted  at  1  kronor  =  19 . 3  U.  S.  cents. 
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RHODESIAN  FLUE -CURED 
PRICES  DOWN 

The  average  price  of  flue -cured  tobacco  sold  at  auction  in  the  Federa- 
tion of  Rhodesia  and  Nyasaland  declined  during  the  27th  week  of  sales  to  the 
equivalent  of  33*8  U.S.  cents  per  pound.    This  is  -well  below  the  1958  season 
average,  equivalent  to  k-3.6  U.S.  cents  per  pound.    Both  are  below  comparable 
prices  in  1957>  when  the  average  sales  price  for  the  27th  week  was  equal  to 
39 •!  cents,  and  the  season  average  was  h6.k  U.S.  cents  per  pound. 

More  tobacco  has  been  sold  in  1958 — 1^2.7  million  pounds,  compared  with 
138.5  million  through  the  27th  week  of  1957  sales.    This  has  been  due  to 
more  sales  hours  in  1958,  as  both  size  and  number  of  bales  sold  per  hour  are 
lower  than  in  1957* 

SWITZERLAND  LOWERS  DUTY  ON  IMPORTS 
OF  CIGARS  AND  CIGARETTES 

The  Swiss  Customs  Administration  is  lowering  the  effective  tariff  on 
imports  of  cigars  and  cigarettes  by  approximately  10  percent. 

Actual  import  rates  have  not  been  changed,  but  the  method  of  calculating 
packaging  weight  has  been  liberalized  to  the  benefit  of  importers.    It  is 
estimated  that  this  will  amount  to  a  reduction  equivalent  to  k  U.S.  cents 
per  pack  on  popular  U.S.  brands  of  cigarettes.    Because  of  this  reduction, 
importers  plan  to  reduce  domestic  sales  prices,  but  prices  on  imported  brands 
of  U.S.  cigarettes  will  still  be  considerably  higher  than  for  U.S.  brands  of 
cigarettes  made  in  Switzerland.    Prices  of  imported  cigars  will  probably  be 
affected  to  a  lesser  degree. 

CITRUS  FRUIT  EXPORTS  FROM  CYPRUS 
TO  ABOUT  EQUAL  LAST  YEAR'S 

Trade  circles  now  estimate  that  the  quantity  of  citrus  available  for 
export  from  Cyprus  during  the  1958-59  season  will  be  roughly  equivalent  to 
last  season's  total  sales.    Exports  in  1957-58  and  estimated  availabilities 
for  the  coming  season  are  as  follows: 

1957-58  1958-59 
-  -  1,000  boxes  -  - 

Oranges  1,090  1,050 

Lemons  155  I70 

Grapefruit  131  150 

Last  year  10  percent  of  the  Cyprus  citrus  crop  was  exported  to  Communist 
v  countries.    This  year  there  has  been  such  a  sharp  increase  in  barter  deals 
between  Cyprus  and  these  countries  that  exports  to  the  Soviet  bloc  are  ex- 
pected to  be  double  those  in  1957-58. 
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IRELAND'S  WHEAT  IMPORT 
REQUIREMENTS  UP 


Ireland's  1958-59  wheat  Import  requirements  are  now  unofficially 
estimated  at  6.7  million  to  7*5  million  bushels.     If  1958-59  imports 
reach  this  level,  they  will  be  the  largest  since  1952-53 • 

The  increase  in  import  requirements  is  due  mainly  to  a  much  smaller 
1958-59  domestic  wheat  crop  than  had  been  expected.    The  crop  will  be  con- 
siderably below  1957-58  production  of  18.7  million  bushels.    A  second 
factor  is  an  expected  increase  in  use  of  wheat  for  feed,  owing  to  a  rela- 
tively low  1958-59  harvest  of  feeding  barley. 

Ireland  may,  however,  have  a  surplus  of  domestic  wheat  because  the 
government  considers  11.2  million  bushels  to  be  the  approximate  maximum 
of  millable  domestic  soft  wheat  that  licensed  millers  can  use  in  a  year, 
in  combination  with  imported  hard  wheat,  to  make  the  flour  desired  by 
bakers . 

The  amount  of  any  surplus  will  depend  on  how  much  1958-59  crop  wheat 
is  marketed  and  found  to  be  millable.  This  will  not  be  known  until  later 
in  the  season.  A  national  Grain  Board  has  been  established  to  handle  and 
dispose  of  wheat  surpluses  (see  Foreign  Crops  and  Markets,  August  25,  1958). 

As  much  as  50  percent  of  1958-59  imports  is  likely  to  be  Canadian 
Manitoba.    A  large  part  of  the  balance  may  come  from  the  United  States  if 
U.  S.  exporters  interest  Irish  importers  and  millers  in  taking  increased 
quantities  of  hard  red  winter,  hard  red  spring,  and  other  U.  S.  wheats. 
It  is  expected  that  the  needed  dollar  exchange  will  be  freely  available. 

Importing  and  exporting  of  grains  has  now  been  returned  to  private 
traders.    For  many  years  it  was  a  monopoly  of  Grain  Importers  (Eire)  Ltd., 
a  government  agency,  which  is  being  liquidated.    The  traders  will  operate 
under  license  from  the  Irish  Department  of  Agriculture. 

WHEAT:    Ireland,  production  and  imports,  1953-5^  through  1957-58 


Ye  ar  ( July - June ) 

• 

Production 

• 

• 

[  Total  imports 

:    Imports  from 
:  United  States 

• 
• 

:  1,000  bushels 

:  1,000  bushels 

•  1,000  bushels 

1953-5^  

• 

 :  15,3^ 

:        3,635  : 
5,772  ! 

3,753  : 
5,222  : 

1/  2,121  ; 

378 
kQ 
\fkQl 

1/  July  1957  througn 

February  1958.     2/  Ne 

gligible. 
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COLOMBIA  EXCHANGES  COFFEE 
FOR  RAILROAD  EQUIPMENT 

Colombia  and  Sweden  have  concluded  an  agreement  to  exchange  Colombian 
coffee  for  Swedish  self-propelled  diesel  railway  cars. 

The  National  Coffee  Federation  of  Colombia  is  allowing  the  National 
Railroads  $300,000  credit  to  finance  imports  of  the  Swedish  passenger-car 
equipment.    The  establishment  of  a  coffee  credit  instead  of  straight  barter 
will  allow  Sweden  to  import  coffee  as  required  rather  than  swamping  the 
market  with  untimely  imports. 

PANAMA  RAISES  IMPORT  DUTIES 
ON  CERTAIN  MEAT  PRODUCTS 

Import  duties  on  lard,  prepared  pork,  canned  meat,  and  meat  preparations 
will  be  increased  substantially  by  Panama  as  a  result  of  the  approval  on 
September  k,  1958*  of  Article  1  of  a  tariff  bill  by  the  Permanent  Legislative 
Commission,  according  to  the  newspaper  El  Panama  America.    No  effective  date 
for  the  legislation  was  announced. 

The  scheduled  increase  reported  for  various  categories  of  meat  products 
is  as  follows: 


Product  '. Present  Duty  [Revised  Duty 


:U.S.  cents  per  gross  kilogram 


20  : 

:  30 

• 

Ham,  bacon  and  other  dried,  salted,  smoked  or  : 
cooked  pork  meats  without  other  preparation,  not  : 

08  - 

:  35 

« 
• 

08 

:  35 

■ 
• 

Canned  pressed  pork  of  less  than  1  kilogram  • 

09 

\  ko 

• 
• 

Canned  pressed  pork  of  1  kilogram  or  more  • 

3^ 

\  ko 

• 

• 

All  other  canned  meat  or  meat  preparation  with  or: 
without  vegetables  or  other  food  materials  (not  : 

• 
• 

15 

;  ko 
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BRITISH  MEAT  SENT 
TO  ITALY  BY  TRUCK 

Cow  "beef  processed  at  Swindon,  Wiltshire,  England,  has  recently  been 
sent  to  Italy  in  refrigerated  trucks. 

Beef  sides  are  wrapped  in  stockinettes  and  hung  horizontally  in  3  tiers 
in  refrigerated  trailers.    A  truck  tractor  carries  the  trailer  from  Swindon 
to  Tilbury,  where  the  trailer  is  shipped  by  boat  to  Antwerp.    A  Belgian  truck 
then  moves  it  to  the  French  border.    A  French  tractor  moves  it  through  Italy, 
and  an  Italian  tractor  completes  the  journey. 

Beef  prices  are  unusually  high  in  Italy.    In  early  September,  wholesale 
prices  of  forequarters  at  Milan  were  quoted  at  the  equivalent  of  30  to  ko 
cents  per  pound.    Prices  of  hinquarters  ranged  from  39  to  70  cents  per  pound. 

WEST  GERMAN  LARD  IMPORTS  DECLINE; 
U.  S.  EXPORTS  DOWN 

West  German  lard  imports  during  January-July  1958  declined  20  percent 
from  the  level  of  the  same  period  in  1957,  thus  continuing  an  earlier  trend. 

Imports  from  Poland  increased  substantially,  while  imports  from  the 
United  States  declined  71  percent.    U.S.  lard  prices  continue  to  be  higher 
in  relation  to  European  prices,  and  this  accounts  for  the  decrease  in  the 
U.  S.  share  of  the  West  German  market. 

LARD:    West  Germany,  imports  by  country  of  origin,  and  percent 
of  total,  January-July  1957  and  1958 


_  .    .  „  ^  Percent  :  Percent 

Country  of  : January- July: January -July:  °f  total  :  of  total 

origin  :       1957       :       1958       :  Jan. -July  :  Jan. -July 

:  :  :      1957  :  1958 


:    Million     :    Million     :  : 

:    pounds        :    pounds        :    Percent    :  Percent 


United  States  :  16.53  :  ^.83  :  ^8.3  :  17-5 

Netherlands  :  8.82  :  9.8^  :  25.8  :  35.8 

Poland  :  .86  :  ^.05  :  2.5  : 

Denmark  :  2.00  :  3-79  :  5-8  :  1.3.8 

France  :  2.1&  :  3.12  :  6.k  :  11.3 

Sweden  :  2.71  :  1.73  :  7.9  :  6.3 

Others  :  l.lk  :  .17  :  3-3  ;  -6 


Total  :      3^.2^       ':      27.53       :      100.0      :  100.0 


Source:    Federal  Statistics  Office. 
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SOUTH  AFRICAN  1957  KARAKUL 
EXPORTS  MAINLY  TO  U.K. 

Exports  of  Karakul  pelts  from  South -West  Africa  totaled  2.6  million 
pieces  in  1957;  compared  with  2.8  million  in  1956.    Almost  all  of  the  1957 
exports  were  destined  for  the  United  Kingdom  (2.k  million  pieces).  Since 
domestic  consumption  is  negligible,  exports  are  considered  an  accurate 
indication  of  production. 

Karakul  is  "big  business  in  South-West  Africa  (see  Foreign  Agriculture, 
March  1958),  and  these  valuable  pelts  are  the  area's  leading  agricultural 
export.    The  Union  of  South  Africa  produced  7l8,Uf5  pelts  in  1957,  and 
exports  totaled  716,501  pieces. 

NEW  ZEALAND  SLAUGHTER 
SEASON  ADVANCED 

New  Zealand's  lamb  slaughtering  season  is  expected  to  open  early  this 
year,  with  unprecedented  early  movement  through  packing  houses.    Lamb  kill- 
ings in  New  Zealand  are  very  seasonal.    November  is  usually  the  first  heavy 
slaughter  month  of  the  October-September  marketing  year.    This  year,  however, 
heavy  slaughter  is  expected  by  mid-October. 

During  the  first  6  months  of  1958,  New  Zealand  exported  2,810,000  pounds 
of  lamb  and  666,000  pounds  of  mutton  and  goatmeat  to  the  United  States,  all 
from  the  1957-58  season's  kill. 

JAPAN'S  "BIG  9"  IMPORTS 
DIP  IN  SECOND  QUARTER 

Japan's  imports  of  "Big  9"  agricultural  commodities  from  all  sources 
during  the  second  quarter  of  1958  ($215.7  million)  were  down  slightly  from 
the  January-March  level,  but  were  still  well  above  the  levels  registered 
for  the  last  two  quarters  of  1957 • 

"Big  9"  imports  from  all  sources  during  January-June  1958  were  down 
10  percent  from  the  corresponding  months  of  I957.    Such  imports  from  the 
U.  S.  declined  23  percent,  but  those  from  all  other  sources  showed  a  gain 
of  6  percent.    Thus  the  U.  S.  share  of  the  "Big  9"  market  declined  from 
5^  percent  to  k6  percent. 

Total  imports  of  rice  increased  $20  million.  Quantities  of  wheat  and 
corn  imported  were  up  substantially,  but  because  of  lower  prices  there  was 
little  change  in  total  value.  The  sharp  decline  in  value  of  cotton  imports 
resulted  almost  entirely  from  a  quantity  reduction  in  imports,  since  there 
was  no  significant  change  in  price.  The  same  is  true  for  tallow.  Lower 
prices  for  barley,  hides  and  skins,  and  soybeans  accounted  for  much  of  the 
decline  in  the  import  values  of  these  commodities. 
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JAPAN:     Agricultural  imports,  from  all  sources,  and 
from  the  United  States,  January-June  195^-5^ 


ojantiti 


:            1956         s            1957  s 

j  1958 

Commodity 

:    Total  j 

• 

From    m    m  .  n 
s    ^    :    Total  \ 

• 

'    From  ! 
;   U.S.  ! 

1    Total  i 

From 
;  U.S. 

IjOOO  metric  tons 


Wheat........... 

Rice  

Barley  

Corn  

Tobacco  

Hides  and  skins 

Soybeans  

Cotton  2/  

Tallow  


90h  : 

37h 

55U  : 

16 

U31  • 

128 

117  : 

28 

h  s 

# 

35  : 

U09  : 

317 

1,378  : 

U72 

hi  : 

U2 

9kl 

• 
• 

632  s 

1,067  s 

552 

265 

1  ! 

:        388  « 

!  0 

U31 

• 
• 

55  i 

336  i 

169 

239 

• 
• 

130  ! 

:        288  3 

19U 

2 

• 
• 

i\ 

2  ! 

!  1/ 

36 

• 
• 

!              32  J 

i  "22 

hk6 

3U1  > 

1            U52  ! 

5  360 

1,576 

« 
• 

921  ! 

i       1,290  ! 

!  591 

6k 

• 
• 

57 

1  55 

i  U6 

VALUE 


Million  dollars 


t 

Wheat  J  6U.5 

Rice  :  79.3 

Barley  :  28.3 

Corn  :  8.5 

Tobacco....  :  5.U 

Hides  and  skins  :  13.6 

Soybeans........  *  ii5*3 

Cotton  :  228.1 

Tallow  :  10.1 

t 

Total  :  U83.1 

t 

Total  (excl.  1 

tobacco)             :  U77.7 


25.9 
2.7 
8.3 
2.2 

8T0' 
314.5 
82.1 

9.0 


173.5 


72.  k 
36.1 
30.9 
17.7 
U.3 
1U.5 
53.0 
2kh.l 
13.8 


U7.9 
0.1 

3.7 
9.5 

y 
9.3 
U0.2 
138.1 
12.2 


 r 

U87.U  : 


U83.1  :  261.0 


72.9 
56.0 
19.8 
17.8 
3.5 
11.9 
U5.5 
199.9 
11.9 


1*39.2 


38.6 
0 

10.0 
11.9 

y 
7.1 

36.U 
87.1* 
9.8 


U35.7 


201.2 


\J  Not  available. 

2/    1,000  bales  of  U80  pounds  net. 
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BARGE  SHIPMENTS  OF  LARD 
TO  CUBA  PROHIBITED 

A  September  2k  resolution  of  Cuba's  Minister  of  the  Treasury  prohibits 
importation  of  lard  by  barge.    This  resolution  followed  a  protest  filed  by 
Cuban  maritime  and  railway  interests  when  the  first  of  k  recent  barge  ship- 
ments arrived.    The  protest  stated  that  lard  shipped  by  private  company 
barges  threatened  public  service  maritime  and  railroad  transportation.  No 
Cuban  health  or  sanitary  regulations  are  involved. 

U.  S.  lard  has  usually  been  shipped  to  Cuba  in  railroad  tank  cars 
transported  by  ferry  from  Florida.     In  July,  however,  barge  transportation 
began  from  inland  Mississippi  River  ports. 

The  National  Economic  Council  is  now  studying  the  problem,  and  its 
report  may  serve  to  bring  about  some  modification  of  the  Ministry  of 
Finance  resolution. 

CANADA  FIXES  LAMB 
SUPPORT  PRICES 

Support  prices  for  lambs  were  announced  recently  by  the  Canadian  Agri- 
cultural Stabilization  Board.    Lambs  are  in  good  demand  in  Canada  at  present 
and  prices  are  expected  to  stay  above  the  following  support  prices  for  some 
time : 


Location  of  stockyards 

• 
• 

:  Lambs,  good  grade 

• 

• 

[Dressed  carcasses, 
.  Al  or  Bl  grades 

• 

:    Per  100  pounds 

• 

:    Per  100  pounds 

:  $39.90 

:  39.90 

:  3^.25 

33.65 

33.65 

•  « 

35.50 

U.  S.  SHARE  OF  JAPANESE 
TALLOW  IMPORTS  DECLINES 

Japan  imported  a  total  of  1U5  million  pounds  of  tallow  during  the  first 
7  months  of  1958,  a  decline  of  15  percent  from  imports  of  171  million  pounds 
in  the  corresponding  period  of  1957. 

As  a  result  of  strong  price  competition  from  Australia  and  Canada,  the 
U.  S.  share  of  this  market  declined  from  86  percent  in  January- July  1957  to 
83  percent  in  the  same  period  of  1958. 
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TALLOW:    Japan,  imports  "by  country  of  origin,  January-July 

1957  and  I958 


Country  of  origin 

:     January -July  : 
:  1957 

January -July 
1958 

:      1,000  lb.  ; 

«  1 

1,000  lb. 

 :       1^6)910  : 

8,785  : 
9,538  : 
5,23^  : 

 :  691 

120,76^ 
9,689 
:  8,23^ 
:  6,390 
206 

• 

 •  171,158 

1^5,283 

CANADA'S  MILK  PRODUCTION  UP;  EXPORTS  OF 
DAIRY  PRODUCTS  SHOW  SHARP  GAIN 


Milk  production  in  Canada  during  the  first  half  of  1958  amounted  to 
8.5  billion  pounds,  up  7  percent  over  production  in  the  first  half  of  1957 • 
Increased  output  was  due  almost  entirely  to  higher  production  per  cow.  If 
weather  and  pasture  conditions  continue  favorable,  production  is  expected 
to  reach  a  record  18  billion  pounds  this  year. 


Except  for  Cheddar  cheese,  factory  output  of  dairy  products  was  up 
substantially  in  the  first  half  of  1958.    Production  of  creamery  butter 
was  up  17  percent  from  the  comparable  period  of  1957*    Other  products 
showing  sharp  gains  were:    dry  whole  milk,  up  8  percent;  nonfat  dry  milk, 
up  69  percent;  and  processed  cheese,  up  17  percent. 

Stocks  of  all  major  dairy  products  on  September  1,  1958,  were  noticeably 
higher  than  on  this  date  a  year  earlier.    Creamery  butter  stocks  at  101 
million  pounds,  were  up  21  percent;  Cheddar  cheese,  up  3  percent;  and  nonfat 
dry  milk,  up  170  percent. 

Because  of  government  purchases  for  price  support  purposes,  the  heavy 
volume  of  stocks  has  had  little  effect  on  market  prices.    However,  with  a 
higher  Support  price  on  butter,  the  retail  price  spread  between  butter  and 
oleomargarine  is  now  about  ^-0  cents  per  pound.    Butter  consumption  for  the 
first  8  months  was  off  h  percent  from  last  year,  while  consumption  of 
margarine  was  up  about  9  percent. 

Exports  of  dairy  products  in  the  first  half  of  1958  were  valued  at 
about  $5  million,  a  gain  of  ^7  percent  over  the  value  of  exports  in  the 
first  half  of  1957*    All  of  this  gain  was  attributable  to  larger  exports 
of  dried  milks,  particularly  dried  whole  milk,  most  of  which  went  to 
Venezuela.  1  Exports  to  Venezuela  of  6.8  million  pounds  of  dried  whole  milk, 
valued  at  $2.8  million,  accounted  for  over  90  percent  of  total  exports  of 
this  product. 
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FINLAND  CONTROLS  BUTTER  SURPLUS 
THROUGH  GOVERNMENT  ACTION 

Finland's  butter  stocks  on  June  30  were  7.8  million  pounds,  slightly 
below  holdings  on  the  same  date  last  year.    Factory  butter  production  dur- 
ing the  first  6  months  of  this  year  was  79*5  million  pounds — about  2  per- 
cent below  the  same  period  in  1957* 

Although  butter  production  in  1958  has  been  running  slightly  below  last 
year,  sharply  decreased  sales  early  this  year  indicated  troublesome  stocks 
were  in  the  making.    And  the  United  Kingdom's  quota  restriction  on  butter 
from  Western  European  suppliers  threatened  Finland's  primary  export  outlet. 

To  halt  declining  domestic  butter  consumption,  the  Finnish  government 
reduced  the  price  in  March  and  again  in  June  by  increasing  the  government 
subsidy.    By  the  end  of  June,  consumption  had  climbed  back  to  last  year's 
level;  and  to  make  up  for  reduced  U.  K.  marketings,  Finland  bartered  butter 
for  wheat  with  the  Soviet  Union  (see  Foreign  Crops  and  Markets,  September  29). 

SWEDISH  MILK  PRODUCTION  DECLINES j 
BUTTER  OUTPUTS  CONTINUES  HIGH 

Milk  production  in  Sweden  has  been  running  slightly  below  last  year. 
Due  to  lower  milk  prices  and  higher  feed  costs,  farmers  are  selling  many 
cattle  for  slaughter.    During  the  first  7  months  of  I958,  milk  production 
was  5.1+  billion  pounds,  about  2  percent  below  the  comparable  period  last 
year,    Since  June,  the  price  paid  to  Swedish  producers  has  remained  at  the 
equivalent  of  $3*06  per  cwt.,  over  10  percent  below  last  year. 

In  spite  of  the  decrease  in  milk  production,  butter  manufacture  has 
been  running  ahead  of  last  year.    Factory  butter  output  during  the  first 
7  months  of  this  year  was  II8.9  million  pounds,  compared  with  116.7  million 
pounds  in  January-July  1957.    Since  the  butter  price  cut  earlier  this  year 
(see  Foreign  Crops  and  Markets  May  26)  Swedish  consumption  has  increased 
about  35  percent.    Efforts  continue  to  be  made  to  further  this  trend.  Butter 
is  now  attractively  packaged  in  aluminum  foil,  and  the  Swedish  Dairies 
Association  has  alloted  the  equivalent  of  $51,000  for  butter  promotion. 

In  addition,  there  is  a  possibility  of  further  exports  to  the  Soviet 
Union.    The  Russians  have  indicated  a  willingness  to  import  additional 
quantities  of  butter  after  the  present  agreement  for  kk  million  pounds 
expires.    The  Russians  have  exchanged  chrome  and  manganese  ores  and  coal 
for  Swedish  butter. 

With  domestic  and  overseas  marketings  brisk,  Swedish  butter  stocks 
have  reached  a  manageable  level. 
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ARGENTINE  DRIED  PEACH  PACK  UP 

The  1958  pack  of  dried  peaches  in  Argentina  is  estimated  at  1,800  short 
tons  contrasted  with  only  kOO  tons  in  1957,  "when  the  fresh  crop  was  damaged 
"by  frost.    Average  production  (1951-55)  is  1,800  tons. 

Argentine  dried  peach  exports  are  negligible.  They  amounted  to  only 
2  tons  in  1957  and  11  tons  in  1956,  when  an  unusually  large  pack  of  3,900 
tons  was  produced. 


IRISH  LIVESTOCK 
NUMBERS  HIGH 


Numbers  of  cattle,  hogs,  and  sheep  in  Ireland  rose  from  June  1957  to 
June  1958.    The  livestock  industry  is  an  important  part  of  Ireland's  economy. 
Exports  of  livestock  and  livestock  products  account  for  over  half  of  Ireland's 
foreign  exchange  earnings.    (Ireland  is  the  only  European  country  in  which 
cattle  outnumber  people.) 

Cattle  numbers,  which  had  dropped  slightly  in  the  12  months  prior  to 
June  1957,  rose  in  the  following  12  months.    All  the  increase  was  in  breed- 
ing and  young  stock,  indicating  further  rises.    Exports  of  feeders  and 
stockers  to  the  United  Kingdom  have  proved  highly  profitable  to  Irish  far- 
mers.   The  increased  numbers  of  young  stock  on  hand  indicates  that  although 
this  trade  has  been  limited  by  lack  of  animals,  it  may  expand. 

Sheep  numbers  continued  their  steady  rise.    Hog  numbers  rose  sharply. 
Irish  hog  slaughter  in  1958  is  estimated  at  1.5  million,  about  20  percent 
above  1957.    Due  to  reduced  returns  this  year,  Irish  producers  plan  to 
decrease  production  in  1959  to  about  l.k  million  head. 


LIVESTOCK  NUMBERS: 


Ireland,  June  1,  195^-58,  with  percent  change 
from  previous  year 


Year 


195+.. . 
1955... 
1956... 

1957... 
1958... 


Cattle 

Hogs 

Sheep 

Number  : 

Change  : 

Number  ■ 

Change  : 

Number  : 

Change 

1,000  : 

Percent  j 

1,000  : 

Percent  j 

1,000  ! 

Percent 

^,50^  : 

+3  : 

.  958  ! 

+9 

:  3,113  ' 

!  +6 

M83 

:  -1 

:  799 

:  -17 

:  3,269 

:  +5 

^,537 

:  +1 

:  7^7 

:  +7 

:  3,  ^39 

\-  +5 

+,+53 

:  -2 

:  906 

:  +21 

:  3,723 

!  +8 

if,  ^98 

!  +1 

:  953 

:  +5 

:  ^,177 

:  +12 

Ik 
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DANISH  AND  DUTCH  CHEESE  EXPORT  TAXES 
NOT  BRINGING  DESIRED  RESULTS 

The  West  German  agreement  with  the  Netherlands  and  Denmark  regarding 
the  export  prices  of  surplus  semi -hard  cheese  (see  Foreign  Crops  and 
Markets,  August  11 )  has  had  little  effect.    Under  the  agreement,  Dutch 
and  Danish  cheeses  purchased  after  July  21  would  carry  an  export  tax  at 
their  origin  equivalent  to  3«3  cents  per  pound.    This  was  expected  to 
increase  the  retail  price  of  imported  cheese  in  Germany. 

As  the  pre-agreement  negotiations  went  on  for  months,  German  importers 
made  large  purchases  prior  to  July  21,  so  that  imported  cheese  prices — espe- 
cially at  the  retail  level — did  not  reflect  the  tax  until  late  August.  The 
export  price  agreement  was  due  to  expire  September  30,  with  little  of  the 
price  increase  that  competing  German  producers  of  cheese  had  hoped  for. 

GREEK  1958  DRIED  CURRANT  PACK 
AGAIN  LARGER  THAN  AVERAGE 

At  an  estimated  95 > 000  short  tons,  the  1958  Greek  dried  currant  pack 
will  equal  the  large  pack  of  1957>  "both  being  15  percent  larger  than  the 
82,600-ton  average  production  for  1951-55* 

The  1958  currant  crop  apparently  suffered  little  from  dry  weather, 
insects,  and  plant  diseases  during  the  growing  season.    Not  only  is  the 
new  pack  of  better  quality  than  last  year's,  but  in  order  to  help  market 
the  improved  pack,  greater  emphasis  has  been  placed  on  culling. 


CURRANTS,  DRIED:    Greece,  supply  and  distribution,  1957-58  and 
1958-59  forecast,  year  beginning  September  1 


Item 

!  1957-58 

• 

\  Forecast  1958-59 

• 
• 

:       Short  tons 

• 

:       Short  tons 

• 

:  95,000 

:            95; 000 

:  21,500 

700 

:          116,500  : 

95,700 

• 

• 

:           72,700  : 

72,000 

:           26,600  : 

• 

22,000 

Converted  to  wine  for  export  to 

:           16,500  : 

700  : 

1,700 

'.          116,500  ', 

95,700 
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Exports  of  dried  currants  during  the  1957-58  marketing  season  in- 
creased to  72,656  short  tons  from  67,088  tons  in  the  preceding  season, 
and  were  lU-f-  percent  larger  than  average  exports  during  1952-56.  The 
United  Kingdom  continued  to  be  the  principal  purchaser,  taking  nearly 
53,000  tons,  or  about  73  percent  of  the  volume  marketed  abroad. 

In  July  1958,  an  agreement  was  concluded  with  France  for  the  sale 
of  132,000  tons  of  wine.    A  large  portion  of  old-crop  Greek  currant  stocks 
were  accordingly  made  into  wine,  so  that  virtually  all  of  remaining  1956 
and  1957  stocks  were  used. 


CURRANTS ,  DRIED:    Greece,  exports  by  destinations,  September  1,  I956 
to  August  31,  1957,  and  September  1,  1957  to  August  31,  I958 


Country  of  destination 

;  1956-57 

:  1957-58 

a 

• 

:         Short  tons 

• 

:       Short  tons 

1*8,167  : 

!  52,982 

.:             8,730  : 

9,871 

3,^82  j 

3,83^ 

.:            1,^3  : 

1,707 

,:            2,205  : 

1,215 

.:             3,061  : 

3,0^7 

67,088  ! 

72,656 

The  volume  of  dried  currant  exports  during  1957-58  was  about  normal, 
with  more  than  half  of  all  exports  taking  place  before  December  31,  1957. 
Demand  from  the  United  Kingdom  and  other  foreign  buyers  increased  after 
December,  when  it  became  evident  that  supplies  abroad  were  not  abundant, 
and  resulted  in  higher  export  and  growers'  prices. 

Since  the  opening  of  the  1958-59  marketing  season,  growers'  prices 
have  trended  upward,  reaching  levels  about  10  percent  above  government 
security  prices  of  mid-September. 

CANADA'S  FLAXSEED  ESTIMATE 
REVISED  UPWARD:  SOYBEAN  DOWN 

Canada's  1958  flaxseed  crop  is  now  placed  at  23,378,000  bushels,  accord- 
ing to  the  second  official  forecast.    This  is  almost  7  percent  above  the 
first  forecast  and  22  percent  larger  than  last  year's  crop  (see  Foreign 
Crops  and  Markets,  September  29,  I958).    The  estimated  average  yield  is  8.8 
bushels  per  acre,  in  contrast  to  5*5  bushels  in  1957. 

Soybean  output,  estimated  at  6,1+90,000  bushels,  is  7  percent  less  than 
the  first  forecast  but  less  than  1  percent  below  last  year's  record  crop.  The 
average  yield  per  acre  at  2I+.7  bushels  compares  favorably  with  the  1957 
average  of  25.5. 
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ESTIMATE  FOR  1958  GREEK 
RAISIN  PACK  REDUCED 

The  1958  Greek  raisin  pack,  principally  sultanas,  is  now  estimated  at 
^8,000  short  tons.    This  is  nearly  30  percent  less  than  the  bumper  69,000- 
ton  crop  in  1957,  hut  8  percent  larger  than  the  kk,000 -ton  average  for 
1951-55. 

Though  Greek  raisin  production  for  1958  had  been  forecast  at  55,000 
tons,  the  crop  was  reduced  by  high  temperatures  in  late  August  and  rains 
in  early  September.    However,  most  of  the  crop  had  been  harvested  and  dried 
before  the  rains;  quality  is  reportedly  very  good,  with  minimum  pest  and 
disease  damage. 


RAISINS,  DRIED:    Greece,  supply  and  distribution,  1957  and  forecast 

1958,  year  beginning  September  1 


Item                            *  1957 

• 

:  Forecast 
:  1958 

:      Short  tons 

•  4 

•  4 

Short  tons 
1^8,000 

*  4 
• 

:  ^8,000 

a 
• 

!  kk,000 
:          k, 000 

•  1 
• 

hd,000 

Greek  raisin  exports  for  the  11  months  ending  July  31;  1958,  came  to 
63,906  tons,  39  percent  more  than  the  export  total  (*+6, 111  tons)  for  the 
entire  1956-57  marketing  year.    West  Germany  was  the  leading  importer, 
taking  23,298  tons  in  the  11 -month  period,  or  36  percent  of  all  Greek 
raisin  exports.    U.  K.  purchases  of  10,756  tons  were  more  than  2§-  times 
as  large  as  in  1956-57 • 

During  July  and  August  1958,  Greek  exporters  made  advance  sales  of 
13,000  tons  to  foreign  buyers  at  prices  averaging  10  percent  above  the 
government -established  minimum  export  prices.    These  exporters  have  since 
had  losses  because  of  rising  prices  to  growers.    Mid-September  prices 
quoted  by  the  trade  were: 


Grade  j      Growers  prices        *  F.o.b.  export  prices 


:  Cents  per  lb.  :  Cents  per  lb. 

•  + 

Grade  0   :  13.9  :  18.6 

"     1   :  13.5  :  18.1 

2   :  13.^  :  17.0 

h  :  13.3  :  16.8 
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RAISINS,  DRIED:    Greece,  exports  by  destinations,  September  1,  1956- 
August  31,  195T,  and  September  1,  195T-July  31.  1958 


Country  of  destination 


1956-5T 


Sept.  l,  1957- 
July  31,  1958 


Germany,  West . . , 
United  Kingdom. , 

U.S.S.R  

Italy  , 

Austria  

Ireland ........ 

France  

Finland  

Netherlands 

Norway  

Germany,  East . . 

Japan  

Yugoslavia  

Egypt  

Other  countries 

Total  


Short  tons 

19,292 

3,951 
6,692 

1,370 
1,512 

638 
2,289 

263 

209 
89 

T83 
2,555 
2,0^9 
2,051 
2,368 


Short  tons 

23,298 
10,T56 
5,220 

3,959 
3,169 
3,03^ 
2,6kk 

2,595 
1,929 
1,5^1 
1,129 
982 

396 
260 

2,99^ 


1*6,111 


63,906 


Most  new-crop  raisin  exports  are  expected  to  take  place  by  Christmas; 
it  is  probable  that  no  export  stocks  will  be  carried  over. 


FRANCE  AND  VIET -NAM  SIGN  AGREEMENT 
COVERING  PURCHASE  OF  RICE  LANDS 

Under  the  terms  of  an  agreement  between  France  and  Viet-Nam,  signed  in 
Saigon  on  September  10,  a  fund  has  been  set  aside  in  Paris  to  reimburse  French 
owners  of  Vietnamese  rice  lands  that  are  subject  to  expropriation  under  the 
Vietnamese  land  reform  program. 

Prices  to  be  paid  for  the  individual  holdings  will  be  determined  by  a 
mixed  Franco-Vietnamese  Commission.     Owners  have  until  November  15,  1958,  to 
accept  offers  made  by  the  commission.    After  that  date,  holdings  by  French 
nationals  will  be  expropriated  under  Viet-Nam1 s  land  reform  program,  which 
calls  for  reimbursement  in  piasters  and  long-term  piaster  bonds  instead  of  in 
French  francs. 

Important  conditions  of  the  agreement  are;     (l)  lands,  to  be  eligible, 
must  be  majority -owned  by  French  nationals  or  corporate  entities;  "(2)  French 
owners  must  offer  all  their  rice -land  holdings  whether  consolidated  or  in 
scattered  lots  and  parcels;   (3)  reimbursement  will  be  in  francs  payable  in 
France  and  will  not  be  subject  to  Viet-Nam' s  foreign -exchange  regulations; 
and  (k)  all  of  the  holdings  of  rice  land  by  French  nationals,  estimated  at 
200,000  hectares  (^95,000  acres),  are  to  be  purchased,  if  offered. 
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MALAYA  IMPORTS  RICE 
FROM  COMMUNIST  CHINA 

Malayan  rice  traders  contracted  in  September  with  Communist  China  for 
about  36,000  long  tons  of  short-grain  rice.    Around  5>000  tons  arrived 
before  mid-September,  and  most  of  the  remainder  will  be  delivered  in 
November  and  December.    The  imports  are  attributed  principally  to  high  prices 
in  other  exporting  countries,  chiefly  Thailand. 

Though  Thailand  is  now  short  of  high-grade  rice,  it  still  has  an  ample 
supply  of  low-grade,  according  to  trade  sources.    However,  the  prices  are 
higher  than  for  low-grade  rice  from  other  countries. 

Imports  of  low-grade  rice  from  Burma  have  slowed  down  because  cheaper 
rice  is  available  in  Communist  China  and  reexports  of  Burmese  rice  to 
Indonesia  have  declined.    Some  varieties  of  Burmese  rice  on  September  3 
were  (in  dollars  per  100  pounds):    Ngasein  Japan,  25-percent  broken,  5.^-8, 
and  15-percent  broken,  5 - 73 J  Sughandi  Small  Mills  Special  (long-grain), 
35-percent  broken,  5«36;  Ngasein  Small  Mills  Quality,  38-percent  broken, 
5.22,  and  k-2 -percent  broken,  k.96. 

The  c.i.f.  price  of  Chinese  rice  on  September  9>  graded  from  35  to 
15-percent  broken  ranged  from  $5 .09  to  $5.98  per  100  pounds.    According  to 
samples  submitted  to  Malayan  importers,  the  September  consignment  was  free 
from  foreign  matter  and  the  quality  was  much  superior  to  that  of  I956  and 
1957. 

ARGENTINA  SHIPS  MORE  CORN  AND 
LESS  WHEAT  IN  JULY -AUGUST  1958 

Argentine  exports  of  corn  during  July-August  1958  amounted  to  3^6,000 
metric  tons,  compared  with  1^+6,000  tons  in  the  same  months  of  1957.  Sub- 
stantial shipments  of  corn  to  the  United  Kingdom  and  Japan  (against  none  a 
year  earlier)  and  increased  exports  to  the  Netherlands  and  Italy  largely 
accounted  for  the  overall  increase. 

Shipments  of  wheat  were  down  slightly.    Exports  to  Brazil  were  more 
than  k  times  as  large  as  those  in  I958,  but  exports  to  most  other  countries 
declined  sharply. 

Oats  exports  were  up  considerably,  with  larger  quantities  going  to 
Italy  and  the  Netherlands;  rye  and  barley  exports  were  down,  with  Western 
Europe  taking  practically  all  of  these  grains  in  both  1957  and  1958. 

Corn  exports  are  expected  to  continue  high  during  the  balance  of  the 
crop  year,  which  ends  in  March  1959.    The  supply  of  exportable  wheat  cannot 
be  improved  until  the  new  crop  is  harvested  in  December  and  January.  Unless 
there  is  a  good  crop,  wheat  exports  will  very  likely  remain  low  for  another 
year . 
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GRAIN:    Argentine  exports,  July-August  1957  and  July-August  1958 


Country  of  destination:  Wheat 


Rye 


Corn 


Oats 


Barley 


Total 


Metric  tons 


July-August  1957: 

Brazil   

Chile  , 

Paraguay  , 

Peru  , 

Austria  , 

Belgium-Luxembourg. . : 

Denmark  , 

Finland  , 

France  , 

West  Germany  , 

Italy  , 

Netherlands  

Spain  , 

Switzerland  , 

United  Kingdom 

North  Africa  , 

South  Africa  , 

Total   


July-August  1958: 
United  States  . 

Brazil   

Paraguay   

Peru  

B  elgium-Luxembourg 
C  zecho Slovakia 
Denmark  .... 

West  Germany 
Italy  ...... 

Netherlands 

Norway  

Rumania  .... 

Sweden  

Switzerland 
United  Kingdom 

Japan   

North  Africa 


47,176s 

i     —  : 

!     —  : 

:  600- 

:  47,776 

52,530s 

:     —  : 

t     —  : 

:  52,530 

13,000: 

:  — 

i     —  : 

:  13,000 

6,757: 

— 

!  4,000: 
:  855: 

:  10,757 

550: 

: 

s  1,405 
:  93,585 

23,486: 

:  6,680: 

!  56,275: 

3,364^ 

:  3,780: 

.  oUU! 

:.  1,000: 

!  I,o00 

15,604 

14,804: 

800:      —  : 

8,050: 

2,942: 
6,284: 

— 

—  : 

10,992 
119,624. 

78,981: 

14,326: 

7,600: 

12,433: 
:  4,883: 

20,775 i 

:  5,853: 

.  36,766: 

5,101: 
6,498: 

73,378 

17,025: 

19,248: 

34,467: 

:  3,903: 

81,141 

4,800: 

:  4,800 

7,500: 
52,461: 

!  4,100: 

510: 

—  : 

12,110 

!  399'- 

:  3,080: 

!  — 

55,940 

9,385: 

— 

— 

9,385 

7,720: 

— 

—  : 

!        —  ! 

7,720 

350,196: 

.  62,110: 

s  145,689: 

28,553' 

:    24.,  999' 

;  611,547 

— 

:  1,610: 

:  1,610 
:  243,876 

237,082" 

i  5,294* 

s  1,500 

8,550 

{  — —  : 

:     —  : 

i  8,550 

7,200 
2,369 

i     —  : 

:     —  : 

i  7,200 
:  27,065 

i  1,500 

:  20,666: 

i  2,530 

— — 

i  1,500 

!  1,500 

l,4uU 
38,712 

I  jJOO 

i  1,200 

i  3,100 

:  16,862 

t  17,959 

I  13,410 

:  90,043 

l  210 

:  90,268 

>  90,478 

12,580 

i  3,850 

:  99,758 
i  1,448 

:  10,161 

i  4,695 

t  131,044 

4,050 

t  5,498 

:  1,000 

1  1,150 

i  2,150 

800 

:  1,300 
740 

i  1,190 
i  420 

:  3,290 
s  1,160 

29,812 

:  65,042 

i  2,286 

:  97,140 
s  46,530 

i  46,530 

1,605 

t  1,605 

342,555 

s  9,960 

:  345,829 

s  43,690 

:  19,605 

s  761,639 

Source:    El  Cereal i s ta . 
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ARGENTINE  AGREEMENTS  SPUR 
TRADE  WITH  EASTERN  EUROPE 

Several  new  trade  and  payments  agreements  which  Argentina  has  made 
with  Soviet  bloc  countries  are  promoting  a  marked  increase  in  Argentine 
exports  to  Eastern  Europe. 

One  of  the  most  recent  of  the  agreements,  signed  with  Poland  on  May 
2k,  1958,  calls  for  large  Argentine  imports  of  Polish  coal.    The  maximum 
is  set  at  2  million  tons.     In  addition,  Poland  has  agreed  to  grant  financ- 
ing facilities  for  Argentine  purchase  of  such  capital  goods  as  machinery 
and  complete  industrial  plants;  at  the  same  time,  efforts  are  to  he  made 
to  increase  Argentine  exports  of  quebracho  extract,  hides,  wool,  and  lin- 
seed oil,  and  to  broaden  trade  between  the  2  countries  by  including  new 
Argentine  exports . 

Last  year,  Argentine  imports  of  Polish  coal  came  to  100,000  tons, 
worth  $3.1  million.     Other  imports  from  Poland  were  mostly  chemicals, 
silicon,  iron,  belting,  and  oak  timber.    Argentine  exports  to  Poland  in 
1957  totaled  over  $7.6  million,  mainly  hides  ($2.5  million)  and  wool  ($3.2 
million ) . 

Other  agreements  already  in  effect  include  a  new  trade  and  payments 
agreement,  signed  March  10,  1958;  under  which  Bulgaria  is  exporting  lumber, 
fertilizers,  chemical  products,  coal,  machinery,  tools,  steel,  and  iron  to 
Argentina  and  in  payment,  Argentina  is  sending  Bulgaria  wool,  hides,  lin- 
seed oil,  and  tannin.    Estimated  value  of  trade  each  way  is  $3  million. 

Another  is  a  trade  and  payments  agreement  signed  in  January  with 
Rumania,  exchanging  Rumanian  oil-drilling  equipment,  industrial  machinery, 
rolling  stock,  oil  products,  sawn  timber,  newsprint,  plate  glass,  and  chemicals 
for  Argentine  hides,  wool,  thread,  wool  rags  and  waste,  edible  oils,  linseed 
oil,  canned  meat  and  fish. 

A  trade  protocol,  signed  August  21  between  Argentina  and  Rumania,  is 
intended  to  foster  trade  in  addition  to  that  provided  in  the  January  agree- 
ment.   Also,  there  is  an  Inter-Bank  Payments  Agreement,  signed  February  25 
with  the  Soviet  Zone  of  Germany,  exchanging  East  German  industrial  goods 
for  Argentine  agricultural  products.    And  a  trade  mission  reportedly  left 
Argentina  at  the  end  of  August  to  discuss  a  $100-million  Soviet  offer  of 
oil-field  equipment  to  Argentina. 

CANADA'S  MILLINGS  UP 

Canada's  wheat  flour  production  was  1+0.8  million  hundredweight  for  the 
year  ended  July  1958.    This  was  the  largest  output  since  the  1952-53  year, 
though  still  well  below  peak  years.    The  flour  was  the  product  of  92.3  mil- 
lion bushels  of  wheat,  indicating  an  average  extraction  rate  of  73.7  percent. 
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Canada's  flour  exports  for  the  1957-58  season  are  tentatively  estimated 
at  17.3  million  hundredweight,  well  above  the  small  1956-57  exports  of  lh.6 
million.    Exports  were  largest  in  May  1958,  at  2.1  million  cwt. 

WHEAT  FLOUR:     Canada's  production  and  exports,  average  lykQ-kk, 
annual  19^5-57,  year  beginning  August  1 


:  Wheat 

1                           T  TV,     1-,  4- 

wnea  u 

flour 

Year  uegmmng  AUgusi,  ± 

:  milled 

|  Production 

,  Exports  1/ 
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)l  "3   00 A  ' 
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ClO,  jOc: 

19^6  ' 

127,775 

56,033 

33,U7 

lQl+7  

109,822 

1+7 , 353 

26,777 

19^8  

90,897  ! 

39,9^5 

20,9l|-8 

19^9  

90,083  ' 

39,708  : 

19,896 

1950  

106,71+8  ' 

1+6,315 

2l+,357 

1951  

1^,771  ' 

22,258 

1952  

106,727  ' 

1+6,777  ' 

2l+,609 

1953  

91,855  ' 

1+0,770 

20,11+3 

195^  

92, k 07 

1+0,607 

17,693 

1955  

91,770 

l+0,ll+9  : 

17,391 

1956  

1957  2/  - 

85,1^9 

37,623 

li+,582 

92,922 

:  1+0,821 

17,3^8 

1/  Based  on  customs  returns^    2J  Preliminary  estimates. 


From  reports  of  the  Dominion  Bureau  of  Statistics. 

CANADA  SELLS  EGGS  FOR  EXPORT 
AT  REDUCED  PRICES 

Canada's  Agricultural  Stabilization  Board  recently  sold  through  tenders 
1.7  million  dozen  eggs,  oiled,  for  export.    Prices  varied,  depending  on 
transportation  differentials,  but  all  of  the  eggs  sold  at  over  30  cents  per 
dozen,  f .o.b.  Toronto  and  Winnipeg  warehouses.    Most  of  the  eggs  were  from 
the  western  provinces . 

Exports  of  shell  eggs  during  the  first  6  months  of  1958  exceeded  exports 
for  all  of  1957.    Through  June  of  this  year,  exports  amounted  to  9.3  million 
dozen,  compared  with  only  0.5  million  dozen  during  the  first  6  months  of  1957. 
Venezuela  has  been  the  principal  market  in  1958,  taking  7.1+  million  dozen, 
valued  at  $2.6  million. 

The  current  support  price  for  Grade  A  large  eggs  is  1+1+  cents  per  dozen, 
delivered  in  wooden  cases  at  Montreal.    Spot  prices  for  Grade  A  large  eggs 
at  Montreal  on  September  17  closed  at  59  cents  per  dozen. 
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COLOMBIAN  ECONOMIC  POLICY  OUTLINED 

An  economic  stabilization  and  development  program,  with  some  mild  social 
reforms,  has  been  presented  to  Colombians  House  of  Representatives  by  the 
Minister  of  Finance  in  the  National  Front  Administration. 

Central  Bank  financing  of  surplus  coffee  retention  is  to  be  stopped,  and 
the  current  exchange  system  maintained.    Wages  are  to  be  raised  when  relative 
economic  stability  permits.    Capital  gains  and  sumptuary  taxes  are  to  be  im- 
posed, and  tax  rates  and  exemptions  adjusted  to  increase  the  payments  of  those 
able  to  afford  it. 

The  Minister  of  Finance  said  that  in  the  interest  of  exchange  stability, 
it  was  necessary  to  maintain  a  prohibited  import  list  consisting  of  all  com- 
modities produced,  or  soon  to  be  produced,  in  the  country.    However,  the 
Minister  suggested  that  the  "prior  license"  list  would  be  abolished  when 
Congress  acts  on  the  proposed  new  customs  tariff.    He  indicated  that  no 
changes  are  contemplated  in  the  present  system  of  prior  deposits  against 
imports  and  the  other  restrictive  import  measures. 

The  Minister  stressed  that  financing  of  future  coffee  surpluses  through 
Central  Bank  loans  to  the  Coffee  Federation,  as  in  recent  months,  must  cease. 
Instead,  he  suggested  that  the  Fondo  Nacional  de  Cafe,  a  fund  set  up  by  the 
Federation,  sell  some  of  its  assets.    The  fund  itself  would  then  be  able  to 
finance  coffee  retentions.    As  assets,  the  Minister  is  assumed  to  have  been 
referring  to  the  Banco  Cafetero  and  the  Flota  Mercante  Grancolombiana. 

AUSTRALIAN  1957-58  WHEAT  AND  FLOUR 
EXPORTS  DOWN  SHARPLY 

Australian  wheat  and  flour  exports  in  the  year  ending  June  30,  1958, 
totaled  1,829,000  long  tons  (68  million  bushels),  compared  with  3,362.000 
tons  (126  million  bushels)  in  the  previous  year.    This  drop  of  about  46  per- 
cent was  due  to  smaller  exportable  supplies  as  the  result  of  drought  in  1957. 

Exports  are  expected  to  be  higher  in  1958-59.    The  1958  wheat  crop  has 
had  good  weather  so  far,  and  exportable  supplies  could  be  sharply  above  those 
in  1957. 

Figures  for  1957-58  are  preliminary,  and  do  not  include  complete  details 
of  destinations.  Available  data  indicate  that  exports  to  Japan,  New  Zealand, 
Burma,  Singapore,  and  the  Federation  of  Rhodesia  and  Nyasaland  increased  sub- 
stantially, while  exports  to  many  areas  declined  sharply. 

Exports  to  Ceylon  (mostly  flour)  declined  about  70  percent  because  of 
strong  competition  from  French  flour.    However,  Ceylon  and  Australia  recently 
signed  a  trade  pact  designed  to  reestablish  Australia's  wheat  flour  market  in 
Ceylon  and  to  protect  Ceylon's  tea  market  in  Australia  against  unfair  com- 
petition from  other  suppliers. 
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WHEAT  AND  FLOUR:    Australian  exports  by  country  of  destination, 
July-June  1956-57  and  July-June  1957-58 


Destination 

July-June  1956-57 

July-June  1957-58  1/ 

•  • 

Wheat    '.    Flour    *  Total 

Wheat    '    Flour    J  Total 

Western  Hemisphere: 
British  West  Indies 

Others   

Total   


Europe: 

Czechoslovakia  

France   

Germany,  West   

Ireland   

Italy   

Malta,  Gozo  and  Cyprus 

United  Kingdom   

Others  

Total   


Long  tons,  grain  equivalent 
:  :  : 


Asia: 

Aden  ........... 

Burma   

Ceylon   

Hong  Kong   

India   

Indonesia  ...... 

Iran  

Iraq  

Japan   

Kuwait   

Saudi  Arabia  ... 
Arabia,  n.e.c.  . 

Malaya   

Singapore   

Pakistan   

Philippines  .... 
Portuguese  Asia 

Thailand   

Others   

Total   


11,589 

!  11,589 

25 

2/ 

t  2,211 
2/ 

2,236 
2/ 

11,589 

11,589 

2/25 

2/  2,211 

1/  2,236 

18,005 
39,581 
212,942 
8,670 

19,550 
715,165 

689 
2,093 

99,301 

18,005 
39,581 
212,942 
9,359 
2,093 
19,550 
814,466 

! 

2/ 

K 

2/ 
13,202 

19,885 
210,660 
2/ 

•    H  ! 

2/ 

2/ 
275 
10 

66,801! 
77 

K 

2/ 

2/ 
13,202 
275 
19,895 
277,461 
!  77 

1,013,913. 

102,083 

1,115,996 

U  243,747:  2/67,163 

2/310,910 

1,202 
2,789 
394 
46,181» 
623,421 
134 
27,195 
68,926 
91,801 
550 
2,100 
2,038 
13,086 
3,949 
165,930 

2,616 
227 


1,052,539 


27,543 
30,367 
222,792  : 
11,085  : 

143,816  : 
2,777  : 


14,972 
1,502 
22,405 
99,023 
57,976 
720 
20,050 
1,879 
21,738 
276 


678,921 


Africa: 

British  West  Africa  , 

Egypt  , 

Mauritius  : 

Mozambique  : 

Rhodesia. and  Nyasaland  : 

Sudan  : 

Seychelles  and  Dependencies  : 

Others  ....: 

Total  : 

Oceania:  : 

Australian  Dependencies  : 

British  Pacific  Islands  : 

French  Pacific  Islands  : 

New  Zealand  and  Dependencies  : 
Others  : 

Total   

Unspecified  : 

World  total  ; 

Equivalent,  1000  bushels  : 


28,745:  2,265 

33,156:  2,917 

223,186:  251 

57,266:  45, 9H 

623,421:  11,637 

143,950:  2/ 

29,972:  11,309: 

68,926:  2,426 

91,801:  181,115 

15,522:  2/ 

3,602:  3,527 

24,443:  1,389 

112,109:  23,806 

61,925:  6,696 

166,650:  116,879 
20,050:  2/ 
4,495:  2,900: 
21,965:  149: 
 276:  1,900: 

1,731,460:2/  415,080 


447 

20,721 
59,618 

9,301 
2,676 

34,021 
600 
2,830 

35,377 

1,463 

9,748:  364 
2,676:  2/ 
s       34,021:  6 
21,321:  8,833 
62,448:  76,572 
35,377:  2/ 
-     :  2/ 
:        1,463:  2/ 

9,599 
2,531 
21,415 
788 
4,224 
.  13,847 
:  5,061 
1,142 

:  9,963 
2,531 
21,421 
:  9,621 
80,796 
13,847 
5,061 
:  1,142 

80,786 

86,268 

•      167,054:2/  85,775 

2/  58,607 

:  2/144,382 

287' 
292,377 

:  7,796 
19,099 
12,491 
2,766 
276 

i         7,796:  95 
19,099:  54 
12,778:  439 
295,143:  361,411 
276:  2/ 

2,981 
20,037" 
18,456 

3,215 
362: 

3,076 
20,091 
18,895 
364,626 
362 

202,664: 

42,428  • 

335,092:2/  361,999s 

2/  45,051' 

2/407,050 

453' 

827 

1,280:  47,687! 

475 

48,162 

2,440,355! 

922,116 

3,362,47li  1,154,313: 

674,772: 

1,829,085 

91,106; 

34,426  s 

125,532:  43,094: 

25,192: 

68,286 

27,353 
52,649: 
64,534: 
5,974: 
571: 
78,336: 
561 

K 

2/ 
10,232 
2,018 
13,084: 
130,237: 
66,316: 
494: 
25,938: 
2,091: 
20,446 
431 

2/501,265 


29,618 
55,566 
64,785 
51,888 
12,208 
78,336 
11,870 

2,426 
181,115 
10,232 

5,545 
14,473 
154,043 
73,012 
117,373 
25,938 

4,991 
20,595 

2,331 


2/916,345 


1/  Preliminary.  2/  If  any,  included  in  "Unspecified".  3_/  Total  of  indicated  countries  only. 
Compiled  from  official  and  other  sources. 
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U.  S.  COTTON  IMPORTS  UP 
SLIGHTLY  IN  1957-58 

U.S.  imports  of  cotton  (for  consumption)  were  1*4-1,000  bales  (500  pounds 
gross)  in  August-July  1957-58.    This  was  3  percent  above  imports  of  137,000 
bales  in  1956-57.    July  1958  imports  were  1,000  bales,  compared  with  2,000 
bales  in  June. 

Imports  from  Mexico  increased  sharply,  amounting  to  7*+>000  bales,  against 
22,000  bales  in  the  previous  season.    Of  the  7*4-,000  bales  from  Mexico,  about 
18,500  bales  were  imported  under  the  country  quota  for  upland -type  cotton 
under  1-1/8  inches,  and  the  remainder  was  long  staple  upland  (cotton  1-1/8 
inches  or  more)  imported  under  the  long  staple  global  quota. 

Imports  of  extra  long  staple  cotton  from  Egypt  declined  from  82,000  bales 
in  1956-57  to  30,000  bales  in  1957-58. 

COTTON:    U.S.  imports  by  country  of  origin,  averages 
1935-39  and  1950-5*4-,  annual  1955-57 
 (Bales  of  500  pounds  gro s s ) 


Year  beginning  August  1 


Country  of  origin 


Average 


;l935-39 


1950-5*4- 


1955 


1956 


1957 


:  1,000 

:  bales 

• 

Brazil  :  3 

China  :  2/  31 

Egypt  :  63 

India  :  3/  67 

Mexico  :  23 

Pakistan  :  3/ 

Peru  :  1 

Sudan  :  kj 

U.S.S.R  :  5/  5 

Other  countries  :  0 


1,000 
bales 


1/ 


1/ 


0 

83 

29 

15 

8 

13 

2 


1,000 
bales 


1 

0 
60 

6 
22 
23 
23 

2 

1 


1/ 


1,000 
bales 

2 

0 
82 

k 
22 
16 

8 

3 

0 

1/ 


1,000 

bales 

1 

0 
30 
8 

7*4 
13 

1*4 


1/ 


0 
1 


6/ 


Total 

1/  Less  than  500~  bales. 


ll  185 


152 


7/  138 


8/  137 


1*41 


2/  *+-year  averaged    3/  Pakistan  included  with  India 


prior  to  partition  in  19*4-7  •     kj  Included  with  Egypt  prior  to  19*4-2.  5/  2-year 
average.    6/  Includes  small  quantities  which  are  reexported  each  year.    7/  Total 
does  not  add  due  to  partial  averages.    8/  Includes  the  equivalent  of  *+7,132 
bales  (500  lbs.  gr.  wt.)  of  Egyptian  cotton  released  from  the  national  stock- 
pile of  extra-long-staple  cotton  and  entered  under  the  import  quota  on  July  31; 
1957. 


Compiled  from  official  records  of  the  Bureau  of  the  Census. 
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U.  S.  IMPORTS  MORE 
COTTON  LINTERS 

U.  S.  imports  of  cotton  linters,  mostly  felting  qualities  were 
1^,000  bales  (500  pounds  gross)  in  the  1957-58  season  (August-July ) . 
This  was  a  slight  increase  from  imports  of  1^0,000  bales  in  1956-57. 
Imports  in  July  1958  were  8,000  bales,  compared  with  10,000  bales  in 
June. 

Principal  sources  of  linters  imports  in  1957-58,  with  comparable 
1956-57  figures  in  parentheses,  were:    Mexico  105,000  bales  (86,000); 
U.S.S.R.  20,000  (36, 000) j  El  Salvador  ^,000  (3,000);  Belgium  U,000 
(2,000);  Brazil  2,000  (5,000);  Iran  2,000  (0);  Nicaragua  2,000  (l,000); 
Guatemala  1,000  (3,000);  and  Paraguay  1,000  (1,000). 

AUSTRIA'S  COTTON  IMPORTS 
AND  CONSUMPTION  INCREASE 

Austria's  imports  of  cotton  in  1957-58  (August-July)  were  120,000 
bales  (500  pounds  gross),    up  10  percent  from  imports  of  109,000  bales 
in  1956-57. 

Imports  of  U.  S.  cotton  increased  to  a  record  89,000  bales  (7^  per- 
cent of  total  imports),  compared  with  1956-57  imports  of  76,000  bales 
(70  percent  of  the  total)  .  Principal  factors  causing  the  increase  were 
competitive  pricing,  a  low-interest  Export-Import  Bank  cotton  credit, 
and  Public  Law  ^80  sales  for    foreign  currency. 

The  U.S.S.R.  was  Austria's  second -largest  cotton  supplier  in  1957- 
58,  under  terms  of  a  bilateral  agreement.     Quantities  imported  from 
principal  sources  in  1957-58,  with  comparable  1956-57  figures  in  paren- 
theses, were:    United  States  89,000  bales  (76,000);  U.S.S.R.  17,000 
(1^,000);  Egypt  9,000  (7,000);  Peru  1,000  (3,000);  Syria  1,000  (1,000); 
El  Salvador  1,000  (0);  and  Uganda  1,000  (1,000).    Smaller  quantities  were 
imported  from  India,  Nicaragua,  Iran,  Brazil,  Mexico,  Greece,  and  Sudan. 

Austrian  cotton  consumption  continued  to  trend  upward  in  1957-58, 
amounting  to  120,000  bales.    This  was  12  percent  above  the  107,000  bales 
used  in  1956-57,  and  15  percent  above  1955-56  consumption  of  104,000 
bales.    The  rise  in  consumption  is  attributed  to  greater  consumer  pur- 
chasing power,  and  to  the  cotton  promotion  program  sponsored  by  the 
Cotton  Council  International  in  cooperation  with  the  Austrian  Cotton 
Institute . 

Consumption  of  U.  S.  cotton  in  1957-58  was  92,000  bales,  or  77  per- 
cent of  the  total  used.     In  1956-57,  it  was  68,000  bales,  or  6k  percent 
of  the  total.     Cotton  stocks  on  July  31,  1958,  were  estimated  at  29,000 
bales— the  same  as  a  year  earlier.     Over  65  percent  of  end-season  stocks 
in  both  years  was  U.  S.  cotton. 
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INDONESIA'S  COPRA,  PALM  KERNEL  EXPORTS 
DOWN  IN  FIRST  QUARTER ;  PALM  OIL  UP 


Indonesia's  registered  exports  of  copra  in  January-March  are  officially 
reported  at  15,112  long  tons,  less  than  80  percent  of  the  volume  reported 
in  the  first  3  months  of  1957.    However,  unregistered  shipments,  primarily 
from  the  Celebes  and  Moluccas  to  Singapore  and  Penang,  are  estimated  at 
50,000  tons  for  the  3  months,  compared  with  8,300  tons  for  the  same  period 
in  1957.    Thus,  total  Indonesian  copra  shipments  for  the  first  quarter  I958 
are  estimated  to  have  been  only  lk  percent  less  than  those  of  1957 . 

Copra  cake  exports  of  26,601  long  tons  in  the  first  quarter  were 
slightly  below  those  of  the  comparable  period  of  1957 . 

Palm  oil  shipments  of  23,1+71  short  tons  in  January-March  were  nearly 
3  times  those  of  the  first  quarter  of  1957. 

Palm  kernel  exports  in  the  first  3  months  of  this  year  were  7,251 
short  tons,  down  one -fifth  from  the  corresponding  period  of  1957 . 

(See  table,  page  28.) 


WESTERN  EUROPEAN  MARGARINE 
OUTPUT  DOWN  IN  1957 


Margarine  production  in  Western  Europe  was  down  about  2  percent  in 
1957,  the  first  overall  decline  in  recent  years.    West  Germany,  the  United 
Kingdom,  and  the  Netherlands - -Europe ' s  largest  margarine  manufacturers  in 
that  order--all  produced  less  in  I957  than  in  1956. 

Margarine  usually  is  consumed  in  the  producing  country.    Thus,  total 
consumption  approximates  production.    However,  since  195I4-  the  United 
Kingdom  has  been  a  fairly  large  importer  of  margarine,  principally  from 
the  Netherlands  and  Norway.    U.K.  imports  totaled  16,350  short  tons  in 
1957;  37,5^3  tons  in  1956;  1+7,70U  tons  in  1955;  and  29,999  tons  in  195k. 
Imports  in  1938  were  6,098  tons,  over  90  percent  of  which  came  from  the 
Netherlands . 

In  1957  a  trend  of  increased  per  capita  consumption  of  margarine  in 
Western  Europe  was  halted,  and  consumption  declined  in  some  countries — 
notably  Norway.    Only  in  Sweden  and  Finland  was  the  per  capita  use  of 
margarine  larger  in  1957  than  in  1956.    Generally,  increased  domestic  butter 
supplies  and  reduced  prices  account  for  the  change  in  consumption  patterns. 

Per  capita  consumption  of  butter  exceeded  that  of  margarine  in  the 
United  Kingdom  in  1957  for  the  first  time  in  postwar  years.     In  West 
Germany  the  per  capita  consumption  of  margarine  was  about  the  same  in  1957 
as  in  1956,  while  use  of  butter  increased  for  the  first  time  since  195^. 
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MARGARINE:    Production  in  selected  European  countries, 
annual  1938  and  1954-57 


Country 


1938 


1954 


1955 


1956 


1957  1/ 


:  1,000 

:  short 

:  tons 

• 

,  !  68 

,  :  90 

 :  15 

 :  39 

Germany,  West  :  2/  492 

Netherlands  :  79 

Norway    :  61 

Sweden  :  67 

United  Kingdom  ;  233 

Total  :  1, 144 


Belgium. 
Denmark. 
Finland. 
France. . 


1,000 
short 
tons 

94 
92 
24 
92 
683 
255 
96 
106 
423 


T7B67 


1,000 
short 
tons 

97 
94 
27 
94 

713 
278 
102 
111 
410 
1,926 


1,000 
short 
tons 

101 
100 
34 
107 
737 
282 
10** 
121 
408 
1,9*83 


1,000 
short 
tons 

101 
100 

39 
108 
722 
256 
105 
121 

 394 

"179^ 


1/  Preliminary. 2/  Prewar  Germany. 

Intelligence  Bulletin,  The  Commonwealth  Economic  Committee,  London. 

BUTTER  AND  MARGARINE:    Estimated  per  capita  consumption 
for  selected  Western  European  countries, 
annual  1938  and  1954-57 


Commodity 


1938 


Butter: 


Pounds 


Belgium  :2/  17. 9 

Denmark. . . . .   :  18.3 

Finland  :   

Germany,  West  :  19*4 

Netherlands  :  12.3 

Norway  :  20.1 

Sweden  :  24.1 

United  Kingdom  :  24.1 

• 

largarine  j  : 

Belgium  :2/  14.8 

Denmark  :  47.4 

Finland  ..:  7.9 

Germany,  West  :  15«7 

Netherlands  i  4l.2 

Norway  :  20 . 5 

Sweden  :  10.0 

United  Kingdom  :  13«4 


1954 


Pounds 

24.8 
19.0 
34.0 
15.2 
6.4 
8.6 

24.9 
14.0 


1955 


Pounds 

24.5 
19.0 

35.1 
15.2 
6.6 
9.3 
23.1 
14.6 


1956 


Pounds 

23.7 
19.6 

26.9 
15.2 
6.4 

7.1 
19.2 
15.6 


20.9  : 

19.1  : 

22.2 

41.0  : 

41.9  : 

43.9 

11.5  : 

11.4  ; 

15.7 

26.5 

27.3  : 

28.0 

41.2 

;  42.3 

:  43.9 

48.1 

:  52.5 

i  55.1 

28.4 

:  30.2 

:  33.3 

18.3 

:  17.9 

:  16.9 

1957  1/ 


Pounds 

22.0 
27.8 

15.9 
8.6 

7.9 
17.4 

17.5 


44.1 

17.9 
28.0 

42.5 
47.8 

35.3 
15.2 


1/  Preliminary.    2/  1936-38  Average. 

Intelligence  Bulletin,  The  Commonwealth  Economic  Committee,  London. 
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COPRA  AND  COPRA  CAKE:    Indonesia,  exports  l/  by  country  of  destination, 
1957  and  January-March  1957  and  1958 


Continent  and  country 
of  destination 


Copra 


1957 


January-March 


1957 


1958  2/ 


1957 


Copra  cake  

January-March 


1957 


195b1  2/ 


760 
1, 500 


:  Long  tons 

Europe:  : 

Belgium-Luxembourg  : 

Denmark  : 

France  : 

Germany,  West  :  49, 785 

Italy  : 

Netherlands  :  23,808 

Norway  :  1, 000 

Sweden  :  20, 270 

United  Kingdom  :  849 

Total  ,  :  97, 972 

Asia:  : 

China  :  2, 821 

Japan  :  11, 969 

Penang  :  28, 396 

Singapore  :  144, 084 

Total  :  187, 270 ' 

Other  : 


Grand  total  :  285,242 


Long  tons 
1, 500 


22,824 
1,000 
6,000 
 3J5_ 

31,659 


Long  tons 
1,285 


X28T 


Long  tons 

4,467 
10,003 

342 
30,435 

828 
58,225 

3, 545 
14, 192 


122,037 


Long  tons 

596 
5,555 

196 
4,966 

12, 420 

1,075 

 2^156 

27, 564 


8,759 
7,016 
20,368 
36,143 


1,150 
12,677 
13,827 


1,849 


102 


67,802 


15,112 


123,929 


27, 666 


Long  tons 

1,803 
2,270 
292 
7,285 

3,152 


11; 6?2 


26,494 


107 


26,601 


1/  Net  weight. 2/  Preliminary. 3/  Less  than  January-March  figure  because  of  unspecified  correction. 
Compiled  from  official  sources. 


PALM  OIL  AND  PALM  KERNELS:    Indonesia,  exports 
1957  and  January-March  1957  and 


1/  by  country  of  destination, 

1958 


Continent  and  country 
of  destination 

Palm  oil 

Palm  kernels 

;  1957 

January- 

■March 

1957 

January- 

-March 

1957 

1950  2/ 

"  195? 

1950  2/ 

: Short  tons 

Short  tons 

Snort  tons 

Short  tons 

Short  tons 

Short  tons 

North  America: 

355 

355 

Europe : 

340 

625 

2,462 

441 

259 

302 

1,802 

7, 312 

1,880 

1, 596 

..:  6,289 

589 

2,192 

5,793 

15,201 

15,651 

2,148 

1,829 

7,024 

19,820 

23,404 

4,028 

6;i46 

Asia: 

995 

1,419 

20,057 

4,707 

1,105 

461 

396 

999 

388 

1,362 

1,456 

3,177 

21,056 

5,095 

1,105 

Oceania: 

119 

21 

..:  142,135 

8,501 

23,471 

44,460 

9,123 

7,251 

1/  Net  weight 
Compiled  from  official  sources. 
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SPAIN  GROWS  MOEE 
COTTON  IN  1958-59 

Spain's  1958-59  cotton  crop  is  now  estimated  at  193,000  bales  ( 500  pounds 
gross).    This  is  Ik  percent  above  1957-58  production  of  170,000  bales,  but 
about  13  percent  below  the  record  1956-57  crop  of  223,000  bales.  Cotton 
acreage  increased  slightly  from  ^25,000  acres  in  1957-58  to  an  estimated 
1+32,000  acres  in  1958-59. 

Aside  from  the  acreage  increase,  the  larger  crop  is  attributed  to  good 
weather  throughout  the  season.    Close  to  yk  percent  of  the  1958-59  crop  is 
American  upland  type,  about  half  of  which  is  irrigated.    The  other  6  percent 
is  Egyptian-type  cotton,  all  grown  under  irrigation. 

Cotton  consumption  in  Spain  during  1957-58  is  estimated  at  1+75,000  bales, 
up  6  percent  from  the  ^50,000  bales  used  in  1956-57.    Consumption  is  expected 
to  increase  slightly  in  1958-59  as  a  result  of  stronger  domestic  demand  for 
cotton  textiles.    New  mills  are  reportedly  being  built  at  Salamanca  and 
Malaga,  and  6  mills  in  the  Catalonia  area  have  asked  to  expand  their  operations. 
On  August  1,  1958,  Spain  had  2,500,000  spindles  operating,  compared  with 
2,1+00,000  a  year  earlier. 

Spain  imported  271,000  bales  of  cotton  in  1957-58.    This  was  20  percent 
more  than  1956-57  imports  of  226,000  bales.    Imports  of  U.  S.  cotton,  at 
19^,000  bales,  constituted  72  percent  of  total  cotton  imports,  compared  with 
17^,000  bales,  or  77  percent  of  the  total  in  1956-57.    Egypt  was  the  second 
largest  supplier,  with  1+1,000  bales.    Most  of  the  U.  S.  cotton  was  imported 
under  Public  Law  ^+80  and  International  Cooperation  Administration  (ICA)  programs. 
The  Egyptian  cotton  was  obtained  through  barter  agreements. 

Sources  of  the  1957-58  imports,  with  comparable  1956-57  figures  in  paren- 
theses, were:    United  States  19^,000  bales  (rfl+,000);  Egypt  ^+1,000  (5,000); 
Brazil  18,000  (29,000) ;  Mexico  l*+,000  ( 15,000);  and  Greece  l+,000  (3,000). 

Spain's  imports  of  U.  S.  cotton  in  1958-59  will  include  19,000  bales  of 
upland-type  cotton  in  exchange  for  Spanish  mercury,  and  60,000  bales  under  a 
new  ICA  authorization. 

Cotton  stocks  on  July  31,  1958,  were  estimated  at  110,000  bales,  down  2k 
percent  from  stocks  of  ikk, 000  bales  a  year  earlier.  Cotton  from  the  1958-59 
crop  is  expected  to  reach  mills  in  volume  by  November. 

Distribution  and  prices  of  imported  cotton  are  government -controlled. 
Government -set  prices  to  the  mills  are  substantially  higher  than  actual  cost. 
Prices  for  most  qualities  of  U.  S.  cotton  to  Spanish  mills  were  about  the 
same  in  1957-58  as  in  1956-57.    In  August  1958  they  were:    GM  1-inch  5^.97 
U.  S.  cents  per  pound;  SM  1-inch  53.89  cents;  M  1-inch  52.92  cents;-  and  SLM 
1-inch  51.^1  cents  per  pound. 
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NEW  PUBLICATIONS  RELATING  TO  U.  S.  FOREIGN  AGRICULTURAL  TRADE 
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U.  S.  Foreign  Trade  in  Poultry  and  Eggs,  I957  and  Indicated  I958.  Foreign 
Agriculture  Circular  FPE  3 ~5o^  ' 

Recent  Developments  in  Canadian  Fruit  Situation.    Foreign  Agriculture  Circular 
FDAP  1J--58.  "  ~ 


Morocco's  Agricultural  Policies  and  Proposals.    Foreign  Agriculture  Circular 
FATP  25-59.  '  ' 
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